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An exhibition of ideas  
and panel discussion 

Sustainability | Social Practices | Policy brings together an 
invited audience of policy makers, academics, business people 
and NGOs in the sustainability field. The exhibition will showcase 
new research findings and insights from the Sustainable Practices 
Research Group (SPRG). The panel session will discuss the 
prospects and pathways for sustainable living.

The SPRG is a major research collaboration across eight UK 
universities, bringing together leading social scientists in the field 
of sustainable consumption. It seeks to understand the dynamics 
of social practices, cultural conventions, institutional processes 
and infrastructures in order to inform transitions towards more 
sustainable ways of life. 

The three year programme is funded by the ESRC, DEFRA and 
the Scottish Government.

SPRG projects have investigated: 
 | The convergence of indoor temperatures on 22°C

 | How to understand UK domestic water demand through 
variations in household practices

 | Processes of interaction between social scientists and  
policy makers 

 | How eating habits change

 | Understandings of Zero Carbon Housing

 | International variations in the economic organisation and 
meaning of drinking bottled water

 | New social practice-based approaches to policy 
interventions

About the SPRG
The SPRG’s research both challenges and complements current 
approaches to behaviour change, through its distinctive focus  
on social practices. We consume resource-intensive goods  
and services in the performance of everyday practices— 
such as doing the laundry or cooking a meal. Crucially,  
practices are shaped and organised at a societal level— 
by institutions and infrastructures, cultural conventions and  
shared understandings. The SPRG argues it is through 
intervening in these organising elements of practice that  
policy can shift everyday lives in more sustainable directions. 

Event details
11 September 2013

Mary Ward House, 5-7 Tavistock 
Place, London WC1H 9SN

Exhibition 2-6pm

Panel discussion 5-6pm

Networking reception from 6pm

Refreshments served all 
afternoon

Panel
The Rt Hon. The Lord O'Donnell  
(former Cabinet Secretary)

David Nussbaum  
(Chief Executive, WWF-UK)

Mike Barry  
(Head of Sustainable Business, 
Marks and Spencer)

Ute Collier  
(Carbon Footprinting,  
Climate Change Committee)

Prof. Dale Southerton  
(Director, SPRG)

Chair: David North  
(Executive Director, Sustainable 
Consumption Institute, University 
of Manchester)

Sustainability  
| Social Practices | Policy 

is an invite-only event.  
However there may be a limited  

number of additional places available. 
To request an invitation please  

contact sprg@manchester.ac.uk.


